
BUTTERFLIES OF PURCHASE KNOB
GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

SEASONAL CODES
Sp = Spring (March - May)

Su - Summer (June - August)
F = Fall (September - November)

STATUS CODE
A = Abundant (several seen on a given

day in proper habitat)
Cm = Common (seen daily

in proper habitat)
Fc = Fairly common (usually seen at least

weekly in proper habitat)
Uc = Uncommon (at least one seen per season

but not frequently)
R = Rare or accidental (has occurred at least

once but is not expected)

PAPILIONIDAE (SWALLOWTAILS)
Papilionninae Sp Su Fa Larval Food Plant(s)
▫ Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor Cm A Cm pipevines

▫ Tiger Swallowtail Papilio glaucus Cm A Cm leaves of trees/shrubs

▫ Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes A Cm Uc parsley family

▫ Spicebush Swallowtail Papilio troilus Uc spicebush, sassafras, etc.
PIERIDAE (WHITES AND SULPHERS)
Pierinae
▫ Cabbage White Artogeia rapae Cm A Cm cabbage, water cress, mustards

▫ West Virginia White Pieris virginiensis Fc toothwort, rock cress (mustards)
Coliadinae
▫ Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme Cm A Cm alfalfa, clovers, other legumes

▫ Clouded Sulphur Colias philodice Fc Cm Fc white clover, alfalfa, other legumes

▫ Sleepy Orange Eurema nicippe R senna

▫ Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae Uc Uc Cm senna
LYCAENIDAE (HARVESTERS, COPPERS, HAIRSTREAKS, AND BLUES)
Miletinae
▫ Harvester Feniseca tarquinius Uc carnivorous on woolly aphids

Lycaeninae
▫ American Copper Lycaena phlaeas Uc Uc sorrels and other docks
Theclinae
▫ Banded Hairstreak Satyrium calanus Uc oaks and hickories

▫ Gray Hairstreak Satyrium melinus Uc legumes, mallows, etc.
Polyommatinae
▫ Spring Azure Celastrina ladon Cm Uc flowering parts of various plants

▫ Summer Azure Celastrina neglecta A Cm flowering parts of various plants

▫ Eastern Tailed-blue Everes comyntas Fc Fc Fc legumes



NYMPHALIDAE (BRUSHFOOTS)
Libytheinae Sp Su Fa Larval Food Plant(s)
▫ American Snout Libytheana carinenta Uc hackberries
Heliconniinae
▫ Gulf Fritillary Agraulis vanillae Fc passion vines

▫ Meadow Fritillary Clossiana bellona Uc Fc Uc violets

▫ Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta claudia Uc passion vines, flax, violets, etc.

▫ Aphrodite Fritillary Speyeria aphrodite Cm Fc violets
Nymphalinae
▫ Silvery Checkerspot Chlosyne nycteis Uc Uc black-eyed susan, wingstem, etc.

▫ Common Buckeye Junonia coenia R Fc plantains, snapdragons, monkey flowers, etc.

▫ Mourning Cloak Nymphalis antiopa Uc Uc willows, cottonwoods, elms, birches, etc.

▫ Pearl Crescent Phyciodes tharos Fc Cm Fc asters

▫ Eastern Comma Polygonia comma Uc Uc Uc nettles, elms, hops

▫ Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis Uc Uc Uc hops, nettles, elms, hackberries

▫ Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta R Uc Uc nettles, false nettles, pellitories, etc.

▫ Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Uc thistle, mallows, etc.

▫ American Lady Vanessa virginiensis Fc everlastings, pussytoes, cudweeds
Limenitidinae
▫ Red-spotted Purple Limenitis arthemis R Uc willows, cottonwoods, poplars, and relatives
Apaturinae
▫ Hackberry Emperor Asterocampa celtis R hackberry trees
Satyrinae
▫ Common Wood-nymph Cercyonis pegala Cm Uc grasses
Danainae
▫ Monarch Danaus plexippus Fc Fc milkweeds
HESPERIIDAE (SKIPPERS)
Pyrginae
▫ Silver-spotted Skipper Epargyreus clarus Cm A A locusts, wisteria, and other legumes

▫ Horace's Duskywing Erynnis horatius Fc Uc oaks

▫ Juvenal's Duskywing Erynnis juvenalis Fc R oaks

▫ Common Checkered-skipper Pyrgus communis Uc mallows
Hesperiinae
▫ Sachem Atalopedes campestris Uc Uc crab, bermuda, other grasses

▫ Dun Skipper Euphyes vestris Uc sedges

▫ Clouded Skipper Lerema accius Uc weedy grasses, etc.

▫ Indian Skipper Hesperia sassacus R grasses

▫ Zabulon Skipper Poanes zabulon Fc grasses

▫ Peck's Skipper Polites peckius Uc Uc grasses

▫ Little Glassywing Pompeius verna Uc purple top grass


